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Background: Creating and maintaining a safe environment within the OU College of 
Dentistry (OUCOD) for all faculty, staff, residents, students, patients, visitors and vendors 
is of paramount importance. 

To this end, the HSC Faculty Handbook and Regents' Policy Manual state that "firearms 
and munitions of all types, as well as other weapons identified in 21 O.S. § 1277, are 
prohibited on all property owned, leased, or occupied by the Board of Regents at all times 
except as specifically authorized by law and/or University policy." (A reference to 21 O.S. 
§ 1277 also appears in the OUHSC Student Handbook; however, there is no mention of it
within the current OUHSC Staff Handbook.)

In terms of "other weapons," 21 O.S. § 1277 prohibits individuals from carrying or being in 
possession of a machete, blackjack, loaded cane, hand chain or metal knuckles into or 
upon any college, university or technology center school. However, this provision of state 
law does not specifically address knives. 

The OUHSC Police Department has also been unable to identify any state law that 
specifically prohibits or otherwise restricts individuals from openly carrying knives on 
campus. In fact, the possession or carrying of a knife is generally unrestricted in 
Oklahoma, which essentially leaves Higher Education facilities in this state on their own 
to address this potential safety threat. 

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to enhance safety by expanding on the existing 
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center (OUHSC) firearms policy in order to 
a) specifically prohibit open carrying of knives with blades that exceed 4" in length in the
College of Dentistry building in addition to firearms, munitions and other weapons
identified in 21 O.S. § 1277, b) outline the actions OUCOD personnel should take should
a weapon be observed on the person of anyone who is in the College of Dentistry building,
and c) specify disciplinary actions that may be imposed in instances of non-compliance.
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